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Welcome to the 10th
Mountains to Sea
dlr Book Festival.
Cuireann an scéalaíocht agus an litríocht
lenár gcumas ciall a bhaint as domhain ina
bhfuil a bplátaí teicteonacha de chumhacht
agus de chultúr ag athrú ar luas lasrach. Mar
a dúirt Jean Rhys, “cuireann an léitheoireacht
ar imirce muid, scuabtar ón mbaile sinn ach,
níos tábhachtaí fós, faightear clúid dúinn
i ngach áit”. Tá an scéaltaíocht sármhaith
chun teorainneacha a shárú. Agus é sin ar
intinn againn, tugaimid scríbhneoirí agus filí le
chéile don Deichiú Féile Leabhar Ó Mhullach
go Muir dlr atá múnlaithe ag a gcuid aistir
agus na cathracha ina gcuireann siad fúthu
agus na lorga sin ar a gcuid saothair.
Storytelling and literature help us make sense
of a world whose tectonic plates of power
and culture are shifting rapidly. As Jean
Rhys put it “reading makes immigrants of
us all, it takes us away from home but more
importantly, it finds homes for us everywhere”.
Stories are excellent at crossing borders.
With that in mind, for the 10th Mountains
to Sea dlr Book Festival, we bring together
writers who have been shaped and who in turn
have shaped their work around the journeys
they've made and the cities they call home.
With millions of people traversing the globe
in search of safety and new beginnings, we
explore themes of homeplace and hospitality
and the impact of these concepts and
constructs on both ourselves and the writers
whose stories reach out to us from the pages
of their books. We celebrate contemporary
literature and look at the world through
the eyes of our guest writers. We've built a
programme around their stories of humanity
and perseverance, exploring how we live and
connect globally through literature and ideas.
Contemporary writers — here and abroad — are
reflecting on the realities of political change
taking place in the United States, Britain and
further afield, and what they see as the root
causes and the perplexing nature of these
changes. Three of Scotland's finest writers
join us this year, sharing their thoughts and
reflecting on living in a post Brexit world, having
voted to remain within the European Union.

As stories of race and prejudice blare and glare
at us from international headlines, we ask if we
can shape the future and how it will look. Daily
we are confronted with images and stories of
desperate people taking desperate measures
to reach safe shores. In our 2018 Present Tense
strand, we hope that you will be challenged
and provoked and in turn challenge, provoke
and engage with writers and thinkers in a forum
where views from all perspectives can be heard.
Imaginative leaps and changes of mind and
heart are to be encouraged and recommended.
This year we make an imaginative leap
of our own presenting our new Lyric Note
programme with the Irish premiere of The
Waste Land, in association with the TS Eliot
Foundation. Directed by Adrian Dunbar
and featuring Stanley Townsend, Orla
Charlton, Frank McCusker and Anna Nygh,
this special performance marks Nick Roth's
recent tenure as musician in residence at Dún
Laoghaire–Rathdown County Council. We
thread the Lyric Note into this year's festival,
connecting writers with musicians over the
run of the festival. A Lyric Note highlight
will be “A Way with Words” in which novelist
Joseph O'Connor will respond to festival
themes alongside Philip King and Scullion.
This year, we're encouraging young audiences
to Be Bold and to think about how we shape
the world around us. Whether you love
superheroes or fairies, are interested in our
planet or wonder about faraway places,
we have something for all of our young
readers. All of our authors will be sharing
their stories, in the case of Atinuke, of home
in Africa and we'll meet the very determined
Cherry Pie Princess with Vivian French.
You as reader and audience are at the centre
of all that we present at this year's Mountains
to the Sea dlr Book Festival as we address
some of the greatest challenges to arise in
our lifetime in a programme we hope will
grip and engage, illuminate and inspire.
Liz Kelly,
Festival Director

You as reader and audience
are at the centre of all that
we present at this year's
Mountains to the Sea dlr
Book Festival as we address
some of the greatest
challenges to arise in our
lifetime in a programme we
hope will grip and engage,
illuminate and inspire.
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Welcome by
An Cathaoirleach,
Councillor
Tom Murphy

Fáilte ón
gCathaoirleach,
an Comhairleoir
Tom Murphy

Fáilte mhór romhaibh go
léir go Féile Leabhar dlr Ó
Chuan go Sliabh 2018.
I am delighted to welcome
you to Mountains to Sea dlr
Book Festival, the 10th year
of a festival which has rapidly
become one of the highlights
of Ireland's literary calendar.
In advance of the festival, to
celebrate International Women's
Day we have a truly fantastic
line–up including award–winning
journalist and documentary
film maker Maggie O'Kane,
author of Lean Out, Dawn
Foster and a special event
celebrating the unique voices
of Northern Ireland's women
writers chaired by Susan McKay
with music from Hannah Peel.
The festival is crammed full of
wonderful fiction authors such
as Ali Smith, Alice McDermott,
James Kelman, Blake Morrison,
Gail Honeyman, Elizabeth
Day and Jennifer Johnston to
name but a few. We are also
pleased to reflect on the current
international state of play in our
non–fiction programme, Present
Tense, in which we link past and
present through the eyes of
Fergal Keane, David McCullough
and a true legend of political
activism Dr. Angela Davis.
Our poetry programme once
again takes centre stage with
The Irish Times Poetry Now and
Shine/Strong Poetry Awards as
always key to the festival. In 2018
we feature renowned poets such
as Sinéad Morrissey, Jackie Kay

and Paula Meehan. We are
also delighted to welcome
internationally acclaimed poet
and critic Robert Pinsky. Our
2017 musician in residence
Nick Roth and his ensemble join
the acclaimed cast of the Irish
premiere of The Waste Land,
directed by Adrian Dunbar,
presented in association with
the TS Eliot Foundation.
The festival has something
for all the family and we are
delighted to have such a
wonderful array of children's
writers including Nicola Davies,
Atinuke Akinyemi, Sophy Henn,
Eoin Colfer and Lucinda Jacob.
Mountains to Sea dlr Book
Festival partners with many
creative individuals and
organisations and in particular
I would like to thank the Arts
Council, Fáilte Ireland, The
Irish Times and Shine for all
their support. I would also
like to thank our fantastic
venues particularly the Pavilion
Theatre, the Municipal Theatre
for Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown.
On behalf of Dún Laoghaire–
Rathdown County Council
I would like to welcome all
our participants and visitors
to Mountains to Sea dlr Book
Festival and wish you all a
most enjoyable festival.

Fáilte mhór romhaibh go
léir go Féile Leabhar dlr Ó
Chuan go Sliabh 2018.
Tá áthas orm fáilte a chur
romhat chuig an deichiú bliain
den Fhéile seo agus tá sé anois
ar cheann de bhuaicphointí
fhéilire liteartha na hÉireann.
Agus ceiliúradh á dhéanamh
againn ar Lá Idirnáisiúnta na mBan
roimh an bhféile féin, tá clár den
chéad scoth againn, lena n-áirítear
an t-iriseoir agus scannánóir
faisnéise Maggie O'Kane a bhfuil
duaiseanna buaite aici, údar
an leabhair Lean Out, Dawn
Foster, agus imeacht speisialta
chun ceiliúradh a dhéanamh ar
ghlór uathúil scríbhneoirí ban
Thuaisceart Éireann a mbeidh
Susan McKay ina cathaoirleach
air agus ceol ann ó Hannah Peel.
Tá clár na féile lán le scoth na
n-údar ficsin, amhail Ali Smith,
Alice McDermott, James Kelman,
Blake Morrison, Gail Honeyman,
Elizabeth Day agus Jennifer
Johnston, gan ach beagán a lua.
Tá áthas orainn chomh maith deis
a thógáil machnamh a dhéanamh
ar chúrsaí reatha idirnáisiúnta
sa chlár neamhfhicsin Present
Tense ina ndéantar ceangal
idir an aimsir atá caite agus an
t-am i láthair trí shúile Fergal
Keane, David McCullough agus
an fíorlaoch gníomhaíochais
pholaitiúil, an Dr. Angela Davis.
Beidh ár gclár filíochta i lár an
aonaigh arís, agus beidh na
duaiseanna Irish Times Poetry Now
agus Shine Strong Poetry Awards
lárnach don fhéile mar is gnáth.
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General Information

In 2018 beidh filí mór le rá amhail
Sinéad Morrissey, Jackie Kay
agus Paula Meehan ag glacadh
páirte ann. Tá áthas orainn chomh
maith fáilte a chur roimh an bhfile
agus criticeoir Robert Pinsky a
bhfuil cáil idirnáisiúnta air. Beidh
ár gceoltóir cónaitheach do
2017, Nick Roth agus a ensemble
ag teacht le chéile le foireann
aisteoirí a bhfuil ardmholadh
faighte acu don chéad taibhiú
Éireannach ar The Wasteland,
faoi stiúir Adrian Dunbar, agus
á chur i láthair i gcomhar leis
an TS Eliot Foundation.
Beidh rud éigin san fhéile don
teaghlach go léir agus tá áthas
orainn an-réimse scríbhneoirí
do pháistí a bheith againn, ina
measc Nicola Davis, Atinuke
Akinyemi, Sophy Henn, Deirdre
Sullivan agus Lucinda Jacob.
Tá mórán daoine agus
eagraíochtaí cruthaitheacha mar
pháirtithe ag an bhFéile agus ba
mhaith liom buíochas a ghabháil
go háirithe leis an gComhairle
Ealaíon, le Fáilte Ireland, leis an
Irish Times agus le Shine as a
gcuid tacaíochta go léir. Ba mhaith
liom buíochas a ghabháil chomh
maith leis na hionaid iontacha, go
háirithe an Pavilion Theatre, atá
ina Amharclann Bhardasach do
Dhún Laoghaire-Ráth an Dúin.
Thar ceann Chomhairle Contae
Dhún Laoghaire–Ráth an Dúin,
ba mhaith liom fáilte a chur
roimh ár gcuid rannpháirtithe
agus cuairteoirí go léir chuig
Féile Leabhar dlr Ó Chuan go
Sliabh agus guímid go mbainfidh
tú ardtaitneamh as an bhféile.

Booking for all festival
events is now open.
Book Online

Information Line

Useful Info

At www.mountainstosea.ie
(no Booking Fee)

Phone: +353 83 396 8899

• Tickets sell out quickly
so book early to avoid
disappointment.

Line open from Mon to Fri
10am – 1pm & 2pm – 5pm

Telephone Booking
Phone: +353 1 231 2929
(€1 Booking Fee applies)

• Events last approximately
one hour unless otherwise
stated. Adult masterclasses are
approximately two hours long.
• Children must be
accompanied by a Parent
or Guardian.

Box Oﬃce Hours:
Mon to Sat 12pm – 5pm

• Please arrive 15 minutes
before events commence.
Latecomers will only be
admitted at the discretion
of the venue.
• If you are collecting tickets,
they must be collected a
minimum of 30 minutes
before the event starts.

Getting to Dún Laoghaire
Travel the Green
Way and reduce
traﬃc congestion.

• Dublin Bus

• Parking

Taxis

There are regular services to
Dún Laoghaire on the following
routes: 7, 45a, 46a, 59, 63, 75, 111
Further information
on dublinbus.ie

Pay and Display parking applies
onstreet within all town and
harbour areas in Dún Laoghaire.
The following private car parks
are available:

• DART

• dlr LexIcon
• Pavilion (Park Rite)
• Bloomfields Shopping Centre
• Dún Laoghaire Shopping Centre

• Ace Taxis: 01 284 4444
• Blackrock Cabs: 01 298 9911
• Borough Taxis: 01 280 0444
• Dalkey Taxis: 01 285 7777
• Local Southside Cabs:
01 298 8444
• NRC Taxis: 01 677 2222

There is a regular DART
Service to Dún Laoghaire.
Further information on irishrail.ie

Events at a glance
Sunday

Wednesday

dlr LexIcon
The Studio

10:00

Pavilion
Theatre

dlr LexIcon
The Studio

Meet Vivian
French, her
Knights and
Cherry Pie
Princesses

10:30
11:00

p.17

2018 —

International
Women's Day
• All workshops 2 hours unless otherwise stated
• All readings & events 1 hour unless otherwise stated

dlr
LexIcon

dlr Mill
Theatre

Pavilion
Theatre

Suantraí le
Eithne
Ní Catháin
(Inni K)

Hopscotch in the
Sky with Lucinda
Jacob and Enda
Reilly

Hopscotch in the
Sky with Lucinda
Jacob and
Lauren O'Neill

p.17

Illegal with
Eoin Colfer,
Andrew Donkin
and Giovanni
Rigano

12:30
13:00

Nothing
and I’m a
Girl with
Yasmeen
Ismail

p.17

p.17

dlr LexIcon
The Studio

p.18

p.17

Political Animals

p.17

Atinuke: You’re
Amazing Anna
Hibiscus!

dlr LexIcon dlr Mill
Theatre

p.18

p.18

Political Animals

p.18
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Friday

Saturday

Pavilion Theatre

Pavilion
Theatre

Illegal with Eoin
Colfer, Andrew
Donkin and
Giovanni Rigano
p.18

Kiki and
Bobo with
Yasmeen
Ismail
p.18

Meet Vivian
French, her
Knights and
Cherry Pie
Princesses
p.18

10:00
10:30
11:00

dlr LexIcon
The Studio

Secrets of Superhero Science

11:30

Eleanor
Oliphant is
Completely
Fine

12:00

p.11

p.20

12:30
13:00

The Party:
Are you
invited?

Ctrl – Alt –
Resetting
democracy
in the 21st
century

The Full
Convention

18:30

Ó Íochtar Mara

Fergal
Keane in
conversation
with David
McCullagh
p.15

Blake
Morrison in
conversation
with Niall
McMonagle

p.23
Maggie
O'Kane in
Conversation
with Vincent
Browne
p.9

p.12

By the Book: An
evening with
Ali Smith in the
company of
Sinéad Gleeson
p.11

Sinéad Morrissey and
Michael Symmons
Roberts in the
company of Mia
Gallagher
p.11

p.23

James Kelman
in conversation
with Niall
McMonagle
p.11

On Hospitality:
Ali Smith and
Sarah Wood, artist
and film maker in
conversation
p.15

19:30

Women in
Dark Times

22:00

Sophy Henn:
Almost
Anything

p.20

Pavilion Theatre dlr LexIcon dlr LexIcon
The Studio

The Battle for
Home

Into the Blue

Masterclass
with Alice
McDermott

Getting
Published
with
Vanessa
O'Loughlin

p.20

Jackie Kay
& Paula Meehan

Magic and
Mystery
with Dave
Rudden

Sophy Henn:
Where Bear?
and other
stories

p.12

p.20

p.20

Alice McDermott
in conversation
with Siobhán
Campbell

Secrets of
Superhero
Science

p.12

p.25

John Banville in
conversation with
Maureen Kennelly

p.13

p.23

p.12

An Evening with
African–American
activist, Dr. Angela
Davis. Hosted by
Catriona Crowe
p.15

p.20

p.12

Atinuke:
You’re
Amazing
Anna
Hibiscus!
p.21

p.21
Donal Ryan
and Sarah
Winman in
conversation

Reservoir 13

p.23

The New Kid and
Priscilla Gorilla
with Marie Louise
Fitzpatrick and
Michael Emberly
Jennifer
Johnston in
conversation
with Roddy
Doyle

p.15

p.11

A Way with Words with Joseph
The Waste
O'Connor, Philip King and Scullion Land by kind
permission of
the T S Eliot
Estate

Shine /
Strong
Poetry
Award
Reading

p.13
The Outward
Eye

dlr LexIcon
Project Room

p.24

p.15

20:30

21:30

Masterclass
with Robert
Pinsky

p.12

p.12

20:00

21:00

dlr LexIcon
Project Room

p.25

Everyday Poetry: An evening with
Robert Pinsky and Olivia O'Leary

19:00

p.9

dlr LexIcon

p.25

p.24
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25.03

p.15

The Irish
Times Poetry
Now Award

Workshops
—Page 25

Sunday

Head over
Heels

18:00

Jaha’s Promise
(screening)

—Page 16

p.11

17:30

19:30

22:00

Celebrating the
connection between
literature and music.

17:00

p.9

19:00

21:30

Younger readers join
us and their favourite
authors for stories
and draw alongs.

16:30

18:30

21:00

Conversations
about the present
and future.

16:00

Northern
Broads

18:00

20:30

Novelists and poets
share stories from the
homeplaces and journeys
that shape them.

15:30

17:30

20:00

The Lyric Note

15:00

p.9

16:30
17:00

Be Bold

14:30

15:30
16:00

Present Tense

14:00

14:30
15:00

Cities & Stories

13:30
Lean Out
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23.03 24.03
Suantraí le
Eithne
Ní Catháin
(Inni K)

13:30
14:00

—Page 8

22.03

11:30
12:00

Join us as we
#pressforprogress

Thursday

11.03 21.03
Pavilion
Theatre

— 2018
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International
Women's Day
#PressForProgress
International Women's Day
at Mountains to Sea
dlr Book Festival 2018
In keeping with the theme for this
year's International Women's Day,
we're joining the global campaign
to #PressforProgress. Now, more
than ever, there's a strong callto-action to press forward and
progress gender parity. While we
know that gender parity won't
happen overnight, the good news
is that across the world women
are making positive gains day by
day. A very strong and growing
global movement of advocacy,
activism and support has emerged
and we're playing our part.
Join us on March 11th as we consider
women and economic power with
Dawn Foster and others. We'll

meet Northern Broads, Susan
McKay, Margaret Ward, Medbh
McGuckian, Deirdre Madden, Elaine
Gaston and singer songwriter
Hannah Peel celebrating Northern
Ireland's remarkable women
writers. We'll also host a public
interview with Maggie O'Kane, who
is best known for her trailblazing
reportage throughout the 1990s
and 2000s and more recently in
relation to her global campaign
to end the practice of FGM. We're
also screening Jaha's Promise,
the story of a young woman's
battle against extraordinary
odds to eradicate the practices
that almost destroyed her life.
So make International Women's Day
YOUR day and join the conversation.

2018 —
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Sunday

11.03

Lean Out

Northern Broads

Jaha's Promise (screening)

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 11/03 Time: 2.00pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 11/03 Time: 4.00pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Sunday 11/03 Time: 6.00pm
• Tickets: €8 and €6

When the banks collapsed and Ireland
was catapulted almost overnight into an
economic meltdown, the commentary
and analysis of what had just happened
was provided almost exclusively by
men. However, the austerity that
followed, the bail out of banks and the
dismantling of many public services
impacted disproportionately on women.

It has been 20 years since the signing
of the Good Friday Agreement so
we are taking the opportunity to
celebrate Northern Ireland's women
writers. Inspired by New Island's 2017
publication of Female Lines: New
Writing by Women from Northern
Ireland, we have invited writers Susan
McKay (chair), Medbh McGuckian,
Deirdre Madden and Margaret Ward
with poet Elaine Gaston and singer
songwriter Hannah Peel to delight and
enthral audiences at Mountains to Sea
International Women's Day 2018. We
will consider how much has changed
or stayed the same for women in
Northern Irish society in recent times.

Jaha's Promise tells the story of a
young woman who returns home to
campaign against the brutal practices
that almost destroyed her life. Jaha
Dukureh was subject to female
genital mutilation (FGM) as a baby
and when she was 15 she was taken
to New York City to marry a middle–
aged man she'd never met before.
A decade later, having escaped that
forced marriage, she returned to
the Gambia in west Africa. This film
constructs Jaha's life story from her
own vivid testimony, family archives
and witnesses, and centres on her life's
see–saw story of setback and success.

In this discussion we will ask if women
were more present in economic
debate, analysis, discussion and policy
formulation, would the questions that
we ask be diﬀerent and informed by
women's lived experience? Would we
agree with panelist Dawn Foster whose
book Lean Out counters arguments
made by Sheryl Sandberg in Lean In, in
particular the view that 'trickle down'
feminism benefits everyone? Also
joining us will be Frances Weetman,
winner of the inaugural Virago New
Statesman prize for Economics and
Politics, asking Whose Model Is It
Anyway?, challenging our persistent
trust of flawed economic models.
Join Kathy Sheridan of The Irish Times as
chair of this discussion for a stimulating
and challenging opener to our
International Women's Day Programme
at Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival.

In 1985, The Female Line: Northern
Irish Women Writers was published. A
pioneering anthology at the time, it gave
many Northern Irish women writers their
first opportunity for publication. Now,
over thirty years later, Female Lines:
New Writing by Women from Northern
Ireland — a stunning mosaic of work by
some of the best contemporary women
writers from Northern Ireland — acts as
both a new staging post and a sequel
to its vibrant feminist predecessor.

It is also a documentary that focuses
on the trials that women like her
endure from an early age. As Jaha
says, “In our culture a woman is built
on sacrifices.” But Jaha is not a victim
and she doesn't want our sympathy.
She wants to hold power structures
accountable both in Africa and in the
West. Jaha demands respect for the
rights of girls no matter what society
they live in. Jaha's Promise captures her
story and her spirit and the movement
for change in Africa that she is part of.

Maggie O'Kane in
conversation with Vincent
Browne
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 11/03 Time: 8.00pm
• Tickets: €16 and €14
Maggie O'Kane is an award–winning Irish
journalist whose accolades include British
journalist of the Year, Irish Journalist
of the Year and Amnesty International
Journalist of the Year. She is probably
best known for her earlier work as a
foreign correspondent with The Guardian
covering the Bosnian war — following
a career in the newsroom at RTÉ and
on Today Tonight. Her career began,
appropriately enough for tonight's event,
with our host Vincent Browne who gave
her that all–important first break and then
nearly sacked her. But more of that later.
After founding Guardian Films, The
Guardian's Emmy award–winning
film unit, she went onto work as The
Guardian investigations editor for five
years before leaving earlier this year
to set up the Global Media Campaign
to end Female Genital Mutilation, a
role she says will see her to her grave
and with 200 million women and girls
living with FGM, that is probably true.
This event is supported by
The Royal Marine Hotel.
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Wednesday

21.03

Cities & Stories
Sinéad Morrissey and
Michael Symmons
Roberts in the company of
Mia Gallagher in association
with Poetry Ireland

Novelists and poets share stories from the
homeplaces and journeys that shape them.
In 2018, we bring together writers
who have been shaped and who in
turn have shaped their work around
the journeys they've made and the
cities they call home. We look at the
world through the eyes of some of
our greatest writers, their stories
of humanity and perseverance,
exploring how we live and connect
globally through literature and
ideas. As is always the case, we
encourage you to take a look at
some new novels from writers whom
you may not yet have encountered.
Gwendoline Riley's Goldsmith's
Prize shortlisted First Love features
alongside Jamie O'Neill's At Swim
Two Boys, which when it was first
published, was praised as “a work
of wild, vaulting ambition and
achievement”.

Gail Honeyman and Elizabeth Day
also join us for the first time and we
welcome back many of Mountains
to Sea's treasured friends. We are
delighted to welcome Ali Smith, a
writer at the height of her powers,
Booker Prize winning James
Kelman and Costa winner Jon
McGregor who recently followed
the remarkable Reservoir 13 with
publication of The Reservoir Tapes.

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Wednesday 21/03 Time: 7.30pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10
A pair of the finest contemporary
poets of recent times come together
to read and discuss their work with
Mia Gallagher. Forward Poetry Prize
winners Michael Symmons Roberts
and Sinéad Morrissey take inspiration
from the cities where they live. Michael
Symmons Roberts' latest collection
Mancunia reminds us that we live in
cities imaginatively and "actually". In On
Balance, Sinéad Morrissey is at home in
Belfast for the most part, exploring the
deep gravitational forces that hold the
world together. Prize–winning author,
Mia Gallagher's latest novel Beautiful
Pictures of the Lost Homeland is set in
Dublin, its characters are also searching
for answers allowing their minds to roam
beyond Ireland, to Berlin, Bohemia and
Brighton. All three remind us that we
are sometimes painfully adjacent to our
lives, shallow–rooted, trying to take hold.

By the Book: An evening
with Ali Smith in the
company of Sinéad Gleeson
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Wednesday 21/03 Time: 8.30pm
• Tickets: €16 and €14
We're delighted to welcome Bailey's
Prize–winning, Man Booker–shortlisted
and winner of the Goldsmith's Prize,

www.mountainstosea.ie
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Ali Smith. Author of the best–selling
Autumn and How to be Both, she is
always inventive, a gifted storyteller
with an exceptional eye for the
intricacies of the human condition. In
her intriguing new novel Winter, the
second in her acclaimed seasonal cycle
and the follow–up to her sensational
Autumn, Ali casts a merry eye over
a post–truth era in a story rooted in
history, memory and warmth – all with
a taproot deep in the evergreens, art
and love. Ali Smith's quartet of novels
is a reassurance of the cyclical nature
of time and a reminder that after the
dark days of winter, the sunshine and
briskness of spring (and Mountains
to Sea dlr Book Festival!) will surely
follow. Join us and one of our favourite
authors for what promises to be a
warm, witty and upbeat evening of
lively and intelligent conversation that
will certainly keep the blues at bay.
Audiences are in for a real treat in the
company of this wonderful writer.

an extraordinary and unusual novel
that perfectly depicts the loneliness
of life in a big city and the simple
power of a little kindness, through the
endearing and inimitable Eleanor. In
Jenny Colgan's review of the novel for
The Guardian she says that the novel
“feels like a cross between RJ Palacio's
Wonder and Brian Moore's Judith
Hearne, but funnier. Characters aren't
goodies, baddies or plot devices, they
just feel like people. The overwhelming
emotion is kindness. If you don't cry
the first time Eleanor goes to a hair
salon and thanks the blowsy Laura for
‘making her shiny’, you haven't a heart”.
Meet the author in conversation
with Eithne Shortall before Eleanor
finds her way onto the big screen.

Thursday

22.03

James Kelman in
conversation with Niall
McMonagle
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Thursday 22/03 Time: 8.30pm
• Tickets: €16 and €14
We welcome Scotland's Booker prize–
winning James Kelman. His trademark
ability to “bring alive” in the words of
Alan Warner “a human consciousness
like no other writer can” will take centre
stage. His 13th short story collection
That Was A Shiver was published this
year while his latest novel, Dirt Road,
published last year, explored the brevity
of life, love, the draw of the open
road and the power of music. Colin
Barrett described James Kelman's
work as “pungent and unapologetically
polemical”.
He joins Niall McMonagle for a
conversation about his writing, the
places that feature in it and people who
inhabit it.

Friday

23.03

Everyday Poetry: An
evening with Robert Pinsky
and Olivia O'Leary
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Friday 23/03 Time: 6.30pm
• Tickets: €16 and €14
Join us for an evening of poetry with
renowned poet–laureate Robert Pinsky
reading from his latest work and his
published poems. Pinsky has mulled, both
on the page and oﬀ, over the relationship
between American civic and private life.
An unabashed patriot, he embodies many
of America's more attractive national
traits: ingenuity, open–mindedness, a
certain stalwart optimism. At a time when
all three traits are in short supply in the
public domain, Robert, in conversation
with Olivia O'Leary will illuminate these
darker corners, sharing his sense of
optimism and hope for humanity.

Saturday

24.03

Eleanor Oliphant is
Completely Fine
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 11.00am
• Tickets: €16 and €14
Join Gail Honeyman in conversation
with Eithne Shortall. In her dazzling
debut, Gail Honeyman has written

The Party: Are you invited?
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 1.00pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12
Edel Coﬀey chairs a conversation
between Elizabeth Day, author of
critically acclaimed The Party, and
Lisa McInerney, Bailey's prize-winning
author of The Blood Miracles on the
theme of class in their novels. While
The Party is a sharply observant
description of the continuing power of
class in the upper echelons of London
life, The Blood Miracles renders its
central character Ryan's lack of options
painfully clear in a Cork which “like
all cities, hates its natives”. Despite
occupying positions at either end of
the class spectrum, is it possible that
these finely–drawn characters have
more in common than they would like
to think? Join these critically acclaimed
authors as they tease this question out.
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The Outward Eye
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 6.00pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10

Head over Heels
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 2.30pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10
Hosted by Selina Guinness, Eithne
Shortall (Love in Row 27), Gwendoline
Riley (First Love) and Jamie O'Neill (At
Swim Two Boys) will discuss their three
very diﬀerent stories of love. In each
of their three novels, the sometimes
perplexing story of love, takes many
forms and compels and corrupts
characters, each writer interpreting and
exploring romance from very diﬀerent
perspectives. Hear these three novelists
talk romance, relationships and the
riskiness of opening your heart.

In The Outward Eye, we bring together
Sandeep Parmar, Siobhán Campbell
and Nessa O'Mahony who meld
poetry, history and the lived world in
socially engaged work that calls out
and talks back to forces that threaten
and undermine. Each sees her role
as a poet as one that actively faces
down political and media rhetoric.
Hear all three rail against complacency
as they extol the power of poetry in
moments of political crisis, reading
and discussing their work.

Reservoir 13
r e s t a u r a n t

Blake Morrison in
conversation with Niall
McMonagle
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 5.00pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12
In Shingle Street (2015) Blake Morrison
made some powerful observations on the
erosion of our land, lives and values. Set
along the Suﬀolk coast, the poems address
a receding world — an eroding landscape,
“abashed by the ocean's passion”. In this
discussion with Niall McMonagle, Blake
will read from Shingle Street, and we'll also
hear about his new book, The Executor
(out in March 2018). Though ostensibly
a novel, The Executor includes poems in
the course of its narrative and ends with
a collection called 'Love's Alphabet', a
26-poem sequence exploring eroticism,
desire and the way that passion can
both enhance and destroy human lives.

Derbyshire, midwinter. A teenage girl
goes missing. The villagers are called
up to join the search, fanning out across
the moors. Meanwhile, there is work that
must still be done: cows milked, fences
repaired, pints poured. Life goes on.
Jon McGregor, award–winning author
of Even the Dogs and If Nobody Speaks
of Remarkable Things, returns with his
first novel in seven years: Reservoir 13,
the story of many lives haunted by one
family's loss, unfolding over the course
of thirteen years in a small village. At
this event, Jon will lead the audience on
a journey through the landscapes and
hidden stories of his new novel. If you
are bringing a smartphone or tablet
device to this event, please ensure that
it is fully charged and ready for use.

word "fior" means true. We are thrilled
to bring together two of the truest,
most engaging and humane voices
in poetry, Scottish Makar Jackie Kay
and our own Paula Meehan, for a
very special joint event in which they
will discuss the connections made
by and value of poetry in all of our
lives. Jackie will read poems from
her collections including the recent
Bantam, The Adoption Papers, Off
Colour, and Fiere. Paula will read
from Geomantic, and Mysteries of
the Home as well as dipping into her
selection of 10 Poems for Ireland.

2018 —
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Donal Ryan and Sarah
Winman in conversation
with Evelyn O'Rourke
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Level 4
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 4.30pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12

Jennifer Johnston
in conversation with
Roddy Doyle
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Level 4
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 12.00pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12
Roddy Doyle once described Jennifer
Johnston as “the best writer in Ireland”.
In this encounter, we will hear Roddy
Doyle discuss with Jennifer Johnston
her 50–year career as one of Ireland's
most important contemporary novelists.
She explores and celebrates the small
and important moments in life, the
relationships and events that come
to define the characters of her many
award–winning novels. As she herself
says, “I'd like people to find small truths
in my work and go on doing so”.
This event is supported by

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
hartley's
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 8.00pm
• Tickets: €16 and €14

— 2018

hartley's
r e s t a u r a n t

Jackie Kay & Paula Meehan
in conversation with Doireann
Ní Bhriain in association with
Poetry Ireland

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 1.00pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10
Fiere is the title of one of Jackie Kay's
many collections and in Scots Gaelic
it means equal or friend. In Irish the

Alice McDermott in
conversation with Siobhán
Campbell
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 3.00pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12
In one beautifully observed, quietly
absorbing novel after another, Alice
McDermott has made the insular world
of New York's Irish Catholic immigrants
in the first half of the 20th century
her own. And in focusing tightly on
a close–knit community of ordinary
people, she leads us to a deeper
understanding of the human condition.
The Ninth Hour, McDermott's eighth
novel, is about an order of nursing
nuns and the needy families, elderly
shut–ins, disabled invalids and strapped
widows they care for in a predominantly
Irish Catholic neighbourhood of
Brooklyn. Alice McDermott is one of
America's greatest contemporary
writers, and, in this conversation
with poet Siobhán Campbell, she will
explore her literary genealogy and
her writing life in a troubled USA.

Join Evelyn O'Rourke as she hosts Donal
Ryan and Sarah Winman in conversation.
Donal's new novel From a Low and
Quiet Sea is the fourth from the multiaward-winning author of The Spinning
Heart. From war-torn Syria to smalltown Ireland, the lives of three men are
drawn together in the most unexpected
of ways. Farouk's country has been
torn apart by war. Lampy's heart has
been laid waste by Chloe. John's past
torments him as he nears his end. The
refugee. The dreamer. The penitent.
Drawn together in the most unexpected
of ways. In Sarah Winman's latest book,
Tin Man, a triad also takes centre stage
as she explores the relationship of Ellis
and Michael, who have been inseparable
since boyhood, and Annie, who walks
into their lives, changing nothing and
everything. Tin Man is a novel infused
with memories and a story about
alternative lives that might have been
lived had circumstances been diﬀerent.

John Banville in conversation
with Maureen Kennelly
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 6.00pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12
Picking up where Henry James left oﬀ,
John Banville's latest novel, Mrs Osmond,
reimagines the famously ambiguous
ending of The Portrait of A Lady. In
his trademark rich prose, John brings
familiar characters back to life, and
creates a deeply moving psychological
portrait of the aftermath of a betrayal.
Hosting this conversation will be
Maureen Kennelly, Director of Poetry
Ireland and former lead programmer
of Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival.

In all our individual
states, we are always
communal. There is
always a point where
a hand reaches out to
another hand.
Ali Smith
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Thursday

22.03

Present Tense
Conversations about the present and future.

“Toppling power isn't about
storming the Bastille these days,
it's about changing the way people
talk and think.” Laura Kipnis
Contemporary writers – here
and abroad — are reflecting on
the realities of political change
taking place in the United States,
Britain and further afield, and
what they see as the root causes
and the perplexing nature of these
changes. As stories of race and
prejudice blare and glare at us from
international headlines, we ask if
we can shape the future and how
it will look. In our 2018 Present
Tense strand, it is our particular
honour to present an evening with
Dr. Angela Davis, author and one
of the leading international human
rights activists of our time. Fergal
Keane and David McCullagh join
us to consider the lives of people

We hope that you will be challenged
and provoked and in turn challenge,
provoke and engage with writers and
thinkers in a forum where views from
all perspectives can be heard.

Saturday

24.03
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paints a picture of one of the leading —
and divisive — figures of both wars, Éamon
de Valera. The critically acclaimed De
Valera: Rise 1882 – 1932 sketches a ground–
breaking portrait of de Valera, his times
and his complex, ever–shifting legacy.
Fergal Keane and David McCullagh will
consider how the ghosts of the past return
to shape the present.

DEMO
CRACY
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

On Hospitality: Ali Smith
and Sarah Wood, artist and
film maker in conversation

who were contemporaries and
adversaries, with Fergal Keane
going home to Kerry and Cork to
discover the personal stories behind
the War of Independence and Civil
War while David paints a picture of
one of the leading figures of both
wars, Éamon de Valera. Also joining
us will be Professor Jacqueline Rose
with author Eimear McBride to
discuss their working lives and Rose's
Women in Dark Times. We consider
meanings of hospitality and our
understanding of home. We examine
the ways in which democracy can
better serve “all the people”.

www.mountainstosea.ie

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Thursday 22/03 Time: 7.30pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10
Sarah Wood is an artist filmmaker.
During this event we will screen two of
her film essays both of which consider
movement and ideas of home. Azure
suggests openness and blue skies while
Boat People counterpoints the surety
of Britain's identity as an island and
seafaring nation with the contingency
of movement. With so much change
afoot in Britain and the fallout from
Brexit still not fully understood, we
have asked author Ali Smith and Sarah
Wood to consider the meaning of
hospitality. How do we all keep up with
the movement of human beings across
the planet? Join Ali Smith and Sarah
Wood conjure the possibilities.

Ctrl – Alt – Resetting
democracy in the 21st century
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 10.30am
• Tickets: €14 and €12
Chaired by Margaret E. Ward, panellists
Danny Dorling, Liam Kennedy, Elizabeth
Day and Ivana Bacik discuss the fact
that this is not a moment to take
democracy for granted. The 2016
emergence of Donald Trump, Brexit
and populism in Europe didn't signal
the start of something new. Rather, they
announced a long simmering, troubling
sense of powerlessness. How did we get
here? How are Western values shifting
and how can government truly respond?
How do we arrive at a point, once
again at which people with ostensibly
opposing ideological viewpoints have,
in actual fact, more in common than
separates them? And is it possible
to have “too much” democracy?

Women in Dark Times
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 4.00pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12
Journalist and author Susan McKay hosts
Professor Jacqueline Rose with award–
winning author of The Lesser Bohemians
and A Girl is A Half Formed Thing, Eimear
McBride, for a lively discussion of both
writers' work and their connection to each
other. Jacqueline Rose is a long–time
admirer of Eimear McBride's writing,
once telling her that she was “high risk”.
Jacqueline’s visionary Women in Dark Times,
ranges across the 20th and 21st centuries,
arguing vigorously that feminism is a
work in progress. Unlikely fellow travellers
German–Jewish painter Charlotte
Salomon, revolutionary socialist Rosa
Luxemburg and Hollywood actress Marilyn
Monroe are women in “dark times” with the
courage to bring the “unspeakable to light”.

Sunday

25.03
Fergal Keane in
conversation with David
McCullagh
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 3.00pm
• Tickets: €18 and €16
After nearly three decades reporting
conflict from all over the world for the
BBC, Fergal Keane joins David McCullagh
to consider the lives of people who were
contemporaries and adversaries. In his
critically acclaimed Wounds, Fergal Keane
goes home to Kerry and Cork to discover
the personal stories behind the War of
Independence and Civil War while David

“homelessness is the condition of
modernity” is coming true. With
millions of people escaping war,
famine and environmental catastrophe
across the world, can everyone find a
home? Is it possible for us to shift our
thinking so that we live in the homes
that we need as we progress through
our lives? What if home ownership
were not the norm? How does home
and the way in which we shelter affect
how we act in our public and political
lives? Join economist Dan O'Brien,
architect and environmentalist Darran
Anderson and Syrian architect and
writer Marwa Al Sabouni for this
thought–provoking discussion chaired
by Professor Siobhán Garrigan,
Loyola Chair of Theology at T.C.D.

The Battle for Home
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 11.00am
• Tickets: €16 and €14
Sixty years on from the mass migration
wrought by World War Two, it seems
as if Peter Berger's statement that

An Evening with legendary
African–American activist,
Dr. Angela Davis. Hosted by
Dr. Catriona Crowe
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 8.30pm
• Tickets: €25 and €20
We are honoured to present Dr. Angela
Davis in conversation with Catriona
Crowe. Dr. Davis will share her
thoughts with us on the lives of women,
race and class, her work in human
rights and her hopes for the planet in
the post–Trump era. A leading figure in
the one million strong Women's March
on Washington in January 2017, she is
a writer, scholar, teacher and activist.
Angela Davis is world renowned for
her ongoing work to combat all forms
of oppression in the USA and beyond.
Once on the FBI's most wanted list,
she has borne personal witness to
all of the struggles of our era. She
is the author of ten books, including
Angela Davis: An Autobiography;
Women, Race, and Class; Freedom
Is a Constant Struggle: Ferguson,
Palestine, and the Foundations of a
Movement; Blues Legacies and Black
Feminism: Gertrude “Ma” Rainey,
Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday.

16 — B E B O L D

Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival

— 2018

2018 —

Wednesday

21.03

Be Bold.
Meet Vivian French, her
Knights and Cherry Pie
Princesses age 6+

Younger readers join us and their favourite
authors for stories and draw alongs.
This year, we're encouraging young
audiences to think about boldly and
bravely shaping the world around
us. Whether you love superheroes or
fairies, are interested in our planet
or wonder about faraway places,
we have something for you! All of
our authors will be sharing their
stories. Atinuke, will take us home
to Africa with her Anna Hibiscus
series. We will visit the world of
superheroes with scientist and
author Barry Fitzgerald. We invite
the very young into the spectacularly
colourful world of Sophy Henn. We
will dive into the ocean with Nicola
Davies and meet the very bold and
determined Cherry Pie Princess with
Vivian French. As always, all events
are open to schools and families
throughout the entire festival.

We have many crossover events
too — particularly within our Present
Tense (see page 15 for details of
these events) strand where we
consider the strange state of the
world, the meaning of home and
how democracy works. A number of
panel events are planned with young
thinkers in mind. As 2018 marks
the centenary of women's suﬀrage,
we will discuss how people become
political in the company of Anna
Carey, Claire Hennessy and Sheena
Wilkinson.
We hope that you'll join us for some
or all Mountains to Sea events in
2018 and that you too will Be Bold.

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Wednesday 21/03
• Time: 10.00am to 11.00am
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Meet the brilliantly funny and enthralling
storyteller and children's author Vivian
French as she dips into both her Knights
series and has fun with the Cherry
Pie Princess. Being a princess is a bit
dull for Princess Peony who is very
independent and wants to do things on
her own, especially cooking. Will she be
able get what she wants? Vivian French
presents the marvellous tale of the very
determined girl, The Cherry Pie Princess.
Hear Vivian read from her latest knightly
tale Knight in Training: To the Rescue! Will
we see the brave Sam J Butterbiggins
complete his knightly quest?

www.mountainstosea.ie
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as well as some from other traditions
as we join Eithne Ní Catháin (Inni K)
singing some of her favourites for a
gathering of babies and parents.
Neuroscientists believe that lullabies,
songs and rhymes of every culture carry
the “signature” melodies and inflections
of our mother tongue, preparing our ears
for voice and our brains for language.

haiku to rhyming verse. Funny and
touching, sweet and sharp, Lucinda
Jacob's poems are full of life and
verve. The collection itself features a
rainbow of enchanting illustration by
award–winning artist Lauren O'Neill,
winner of the Children's Books Ireland
Award for Illustration in 2016.
We encourage schools to purchase a
copy. An accompanying e–book, The
Hopscotch in the Sky Poetry Kit, is free
to download, introducing children to the
poetic forms used in the book and chock–
full of ideas to encourage readers to try
their hand at writing their own poems. It
will be especially helpful also to teachers
who would like to include writing poetry
as a classroom activity with their pupils.

“Nuair a dhruidim mo shúile ist'oíche
Feicim solas sa dorchadas
Néalta gorma i spéir mhór bhán”
Margaret Wise Brown

Nothing and I'm a Girl with
Yasmeen Ismail Junior and Senior

Sa léiriú seo, cruthaithe go speisialta don
fhéile ‘Ó Mhullach Go Muir’, déanaimid
céiliúradh ar ár gcéad teangmháil le
teanga mar, nuair is naíonáin muid, is
cineál canúint faoi leith iad na suantraí.

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Level 4
• Date: Wednesday 21/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)

I ‘Suantraí’ cloisfear cuid d’ár suantraí
is mó le rá agus cinn ó thraidisiúin eile
agus muid tagtha le chéile le Eithne
Ní Chatháin agus í ag ceol na cinn
b’ansa lei i dtionól do linbh agus a
dtuistí. Creideann néaraeolaithe go
niompraíonn suantraí, amhráin agus
rannóga ‘chuile cultúr bun-fhoinn
agus casadh glóir an teanga dúchais
agus iad ag ullmhú ár gcluasa don
ghuth agus ár n-intinní don teanga.

Join Yasmeen for a special reading of
her wonderful I'm a Girl! her charming
and funny story that reminds us that
it doesn't matter whether you're a
boy or a girl, it is being yourself that's
important. In Nothing, little Lila is
always up to something curious, yet
when asked what she's doing, all she
can say is Nothing. Lila's imagination
takes her to all sorts of wonderful
places — if only someone will join her.

Illegal with Eoin Colfer,
Andrew Donkin and
Giovanni Rigano age 8+
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Wednesday 21/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)

Suantraí le Eithne
Ní Catháin (Inni K) age 0+
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Level 4
• Date: Wednesday 21/03
• Time: 10.00am to 10.40am
• Tickets: €5 per baby plus parent
“When I close my eyes at night
In the darkness I see light
Blue clouds in a big white sky.”
Margaret Wise Brown
In this specially created performance
for Mountains to Sea, we celebrate
our first brush with language when
as babies, lullabies are, for all of us,
a special type of speech. In Suantraí ,
hear some of our best–loved lullabies

In Illegal Eoin Colfer, Andrew Donkin
and illustrator Giovanni Rigano turn to
the here and now to create “a deeply
aﬀecting and thought provoking
account of the 21st–century refugee
experience” (The Guardian). The book
weaves real stories of migration into
the tale of Ebo, a spirited, 12–year–
old from Niger who follows his older
brother from his hopeless village to
the city of Agadez, where traﬃckers
take them across the Sahara to Tripoli.
Here, they are granted space on a boat
heading for Italy. The story comes alive
in the details: Ebo happens upon a
packet of antiseptic wipes that he can
trade, one by one, for food. Another
voyager, a Chelsea F.C. obsessive,
jokes about becoming a World Service
commentator. Join all three in a
reading and drawing session based
on this touching and timely book.

Infants

After moving to London and running
a successful animation production
company and having worked in
varying capacities within it, Yasmeen
found herself writing and illustrating
picture books. From her experience
with scripts and storyboards she
is familiar with writing narratives
and working with story lines, and is
especially acquainted with editing
her work and writing creatively within
boundaries. In turn, and as a result
of her animating background, her
illustrations are bright, fluid and full of
energy and movement. She has a love
of watercolours, inks and paints and is
moving to all sorts of other mediums.

Hopscotch in the Sky.
Read by Lucinda Jacob and
set to music and performed
by Enda Reilly age 8+
• Venue: dlr Mill Theatre
• Date: Wednesday 21/03
• Time: 10.00am to 11.00am
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Hopscotch in the Sky takes children
on a magical poetic journey through
the seasons of the year, from ice
creams to Christmas trees, flying
grannies to reading mermaids,

Political Animals age 5th class+
• Venue: dlr Mill Theatre
• Date: Wednesday 21/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Chaired by Claire Hennessy, join
Anna Carey and Sheena Wilkinson
as they discuss through their novels,
how people's political interests come
about. In particular, in 2018, on the
centenary of women's suffrage, we
take a look at how the campaign to
secure “votes for women” was won. In
Anna Carey's The Making of Mollie,
Mollie Carberry's life seems pretty
dull until she discovers that her older
sister Phyllis is a suffragette! When she
and her friend Nora get involved they
must face the question of how far a
girl should go for her beliefs. In Sheena
Wilkinson's Star by Star, we meet Stella
who has always looked forward to
changing the world. It's November 1918.
The great flu pandemic sweeping the
world has robbed Stella of her mother
and her home, and she's alone in a
strange country, with an aunt she's
never met. But change is coming — the
war is over, and women are about to
vote for the first time. Stella realises
that she can indeed change the
world. Not alone, and not all at once.
But just as stars come one by one to
brighten the night sky, so history is
made person by person, girl by girl.
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Hopscotch in the Sky
Read by Lucinda Jacob
accompanied by illustrator
Lauren O'Neill age 8+

Suantraí le Eithne Ní Catháin
(Inni K) age 0+
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Level 4
• Date: Thursday 22/03
• Time: 10.00am to 10.40am
• Tickets: €5 per baby plus parent
“When I close my eyes at night
In the darkness I see light
Blue clouds in a big white sky.”
Margaret Wise Brown
In this specially created performance
for Mountains to Sea, we celebrate
our first brush with language when
as babies, lullabies are, for all of us,
a special type of speech. In Suantraí ,
hear some of our best–loved lullabies
as well as some from other traditions
as we join Eithne Ní Catháin (Inni K)
singing some of her favourites for a
gathering of babies and parents.
Neuroscientists believe that lullabies,
songs and rhymes of every culture
carry the “signature” melodies and
inflections of our mother tongue,
preparing our ears for voice
and our brains for language.
—
“Nuair a dhruidim mo shúile ist’oíche
Feicim solas sa dorchadas
Néalta gorma i spéir mhór bhán”
Margaret Wise Brown
Sa léiriú seo, cruthaithe go speisialta
don fhéile ‘Ó Mhullach Go Muir’,
déanaimid céiliúradh ar ár gcéad
teangmháil le teanga mar, nuair
is naíonáin muid, is cineál canúint
faoi leith iad na suantraí.
I ‘Suantraí’ cloisfear cuid d’ár suantraí
is mó le rá agus cinn ó thraidisiúin eile
agus muid tagtha le chéile le Eithne
Ní Chatháin agus í ag ceol na cinn
b’ansa lei i dtionól do linbh agus a
dtuistí. Creideann néaraeolaithe go
niompraíonn suantraí, amhráin agus
rannóga ‘chuile cultúr bun-fhoinn
agus casadh glóir an teanga dúchais
agus iad ag ullmhú ár gcluasa don
ghuth agus ár n-intinní don teanga.

looked forward to changing the world. It's
November 1918. The great flu pandemic
sweeping the world has robbed Stella of
her mother and her home, and she's alone
in a strange country, with an aunt she's
never met. But change is coming – the war
is over, and women are about to vote for
the first time. Stella realises that she can
indeed change the world. Not alone, and
not all at once. But just as stars come one
by one to brighten the night sky, so history
is made person by person, girl by girl.

Kiki and Bobo with Yasmeen
Ismail age 3+
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Level 4
• Date: Thursday 22/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Award–winning illustrator and animator
Yasmeen Ismail will be reading from and
talking about her wonderful Kiki and
Bobo picture book. In Kiki and Bobo's
Super Surprise, the two lively stars of
this hilarious lift–the–flap story, are
planning a secret surprise party. Bobo
knows today is special. So does Kiki. But
who for? In Kiki and Bobo's Sunny Day,
Kiki can't wait to get to the beach and
swim in the sea. But why isn't Bobo as
excited for their sunny day out? Join
Yasmeen as she reveals an important
and empowering message of friendship.

Chaired by Claire Hennessy, join Anna
Carey and Sheena Wilkinson as they
discuss through their novels, how people's
political interests come about. In particular,
in 2018, on the centenary of women's
suﬀrage, we take a look at how the
campaign to secure “votes for women”
was won. In Anna Carey's The Making of
Mollie, Mollie Carberry's life seems pretty
dull until she discovers that her older sister
Phyllis is a suﬀragette! When she and her
friend Nora get involved they must face
the question of how far a girl should go
for her beliefs. In Sheena Wilkinson's Star
by Star, we meet Stella who has always

The Mountains
and the Sea

In Illegal Eoin Colfer, Andrew Donkin
and illustrator Giovanni Rigano turn to
the here and now to create “a deeply
aﬀecting and thought provoking account
of the 21st–century refugee experience”
(The Guardian). The book weaves real
stories of migration into the tale of
Ebo, a spirited, 12–year–old from Niger
who follows his older brother from his
hopeless village to the city of Agadez,
where traﬃckers take them across the
Sahara to Tripoli. Here, they are granted
space on a boat heading for Italy. The
story comes alive in the details: Ebo
happens upon a packet of antiseptic
wipes that he can trade, one by one,
for food. Another voyager, a Chelsea
F.C. obsessive, jokes about becoming
a World Service commentator. Join all
three in a reading and drawing session
based on this touching and timely book.

We mostly make our homes between
the mountains and the sea.
Some places are too high and cold —
the mountains and the sea —
or raging, storm, wet and wild:
the mountains and the sea
Huge seals and mermaids, jellyfish swim
the mountains and the sea.
Where deer and goats and wolves might roam
the mountains and the sea,

Meet Vivian French, her
Knights and Cherry Pie
Princesses age 6+

Political Animals age 5th class+
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Thursday 22/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)

Illegal with Eoin Colfer,
Andrew Donkin and
Giovanni Rigano age 8+
• Venue: dlr Mill Theatre
• Date: Thursday 22/03
• Time: 10.00am to 11.00am
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Thursday 22/03
• Time: 10.00am to 11.00am
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Hopscotch in the Sky takes children on
a magical poetic journey through the
seasons of the year, from ice creams
to Christmas trees, flying grannies to
reading mermaids, haiku to rhyming verse.
Funny and touching, sweet and sharp,
Lucinda Jacob's poems are full of life
and verve. The collection itself features
a rainbow of enchanting illustration by
award–winning artist Lauren O'Neill,
winner of the Children's Books Ireland
Award for Illustration in 2016.
We encourage schools to purchase a
copy. An accompanying e–book, The
Hopscotch in the Sky Poetry Kit, is free
to download, introducing children to the
poetic forms used in the book and chock–
full of ideas to encourage readers to try
their hand at writing their own poems. It
will be especially helpful also to teachers
who would like to include writing poetry
as a classroom activity with their pupils.

— 2018

Atinuke: You're Amazing
Anna Hibiscus! age 7+
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Thursday 22/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Meet African storyteller Atinuke and
learn all about Anna Hibiscus, who
lives in Nigeria with her large family,
including her twin brothers Double and
Trouble. This time the two boys are
permanently getting themselves into
trouble and in Atinuke's You're Amazing,
Anna Hibiscus! the final book of the
series, Anna spends her time trying
to prove how extraordinary she is.

seagulls and swans fly above
the mountains and the sea,

• Venue: dlr Mill Theatre
• Date: Thursday 22/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Meet the brilliantly funny and enthralling
storyteller and children's author Vivian
French as she dips into both her Knights
series and has fun with The Cherry
Pie Princess. Being a princess is a bit
dull for Princess Peony who is very
independent and wants to do things on
her own, especially cooking. Will she be
able get what she wants? Vivian French
presents the marvellous tale of the very
determined girl, The Cherry Pie Princess.
Hear Vivian read from her latest knightly
tale Knight in Training: To the Rescue! Will
we see the brave Sam J Butterbiggins
complete his knightly quest?

ravens and cormorants call across
the mountains and the sea.
Reproduced by kind
permission of Lucinda Jacob,
from Hopscotch in the Sky,
published by Little Island
and Poetry Ireland 2017

And we mostly make our homes between
the mountains and the sea.
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Friday

23.03

Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival

of illustration and visual storytelling
that celebrates children's literature
and the power of the imagination.
Over the two days, PJ will base himself
at dlr LexIcon to develop a large-scale
mural that will encapsulate stories of
migration and new beginnings, chiming
with Mountains to Sea dlr Festival
themes. PJ Lynch will work with artists
to devise, design, make a large mural
that will celebrate the art of visual
storytelling which will eventually be
located in a local public space. PJ
will be at work at the Lexicon on both
24th and 25th March, working on the
mural. So come along and take a look!

Secrets of Superhero
Science age 8+
• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Friday 23/03
• Time: 10.00am to 11.00am
• Tickets: €4 (2 teachers free per class)
Have you ever dreamed of having
superpowers? Well modern science is
getting closer and closer to unlocking the
secrets of these powers! Get ready to
hear about sources of inspiration, years
of dedication and a future with super
inventions. Barry Fitzgerald is a research
scientist, author and a huge fan of
superhero films and comic books. He sees
a future where science will advance and
develop technologies that could yield
superpowers. When he is not writing
about superpowers and science, he is
a busy researcher at Delft University
in the Netherlands where he works in
the Process and Energy Department.

Sophy Henn: Almost
Anything age 3 to 5
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Project Room
• Date: Saturday 24/03
• Time: 10.00am to 11.00am
• Tickets: €6
Join Sophy Henn who'll tell us about
George. George can't roller–skate,
George can't paint, and George most
certainly can't dance! But Bear thinks
that with a little help, George can do all
these things — and more! And, luckily for
George, Bear has just a little magic to
help. We'll also draw with Sophy about…
yes you've guessed, Almost Anything.

Children's Books Ireland
presents The Big Picture
• Venue: dlr LexIcon
• Date: Saturday 24/03 & Sunday 25/03
• Time: All day
We are delighted to welcome Laureate
na nÓg PJ Lynch back to Mountains
to Sea dlr Book Festival 2018 for The
Big Picture Project, focusing on the art

Join Nicola Davies as she tells us all about
her adventures in the wild. Meet the author
of The Pond, Whale Boy, The First Book
of Nature, The Promise, Heroes of the
Wild and Into the Blue as she describes
conservation projects on which she has
worked. How would you take care of
baby wild animals and more importantly
how would you return them to the wild?
What's it like to work with whales and giant
creatures of the sea? And what can these
animals and those who care for them teach
us about our planet and protecting it?

2018 —

themes. PJ Lynch will work with artists
to devise, design, make a large mural
that will celebrate the art of visual
storytelling which will eventually be
located in a local public space. PJ
will be at work at the Lexicon on both
24th and 25th March, working on the
mural. So come along and take a look!

talk about beards, crisps and how to get
your own writing career started. Dave
has shared jokes and writing advice in
over two hundred and fifty schools and
libraries, spoken to thousands of students
and will be offering a free signed copy
of Knights of the Borrowed Dark for the
best and most interesting question.

The New Kid and Priscilla
Gorilla with Marie Louise
Fitzpatrick and Michael
Emberly family event

Atinuke: You're Amazing
Anna Hibiscus! family event

www.mountainstosea.ie

B E B O L D — 21

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Project Room
• Date: Saturday 24/03
• Time 2.00pm to 3.00pm
• Tickets: €6
Sophy Henn loves colour and
storytelling. Join this warm, engaging
and funny author as she shares her Pom
Pom series with very young readers.
When Pom Pom Gets the Grumps, he
wakes up in a BAD mood one morning,
nothing is right. And then things go from
bad to worse. A fresh and funny new
take on tantrums, that will strike a chord
with parents and young children alike.
Where Bear? is an exquisitely illustrated
picture book which tells a deceptively
simple story about a little boy and
his bear and finding a place called
home. Told with humour and warmth,
this story will capture your heart.

Sunday

25.03

24.03
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Project Room
• Date: Saturday 24/03
• Time: 12.00pm to 1.00pm
• Tickets: €5

BE BOLD

Sophy Henn: Where Bear?
and other stories age 5 to 7

Saturday

Into the Blue age 8+

— 2018

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Project Room
• Date: Sunday 25/03
• Time: 11.00am to 12.30pm
• Tickets: €5
Think you can't draw? Oh yes you can!
Join children's authors Marie Louise
Fitzpatrick and Michael Emberley for
readings from and draw alongs based on
their recent books. The New Kid by Marie
Louise Fitzpatrick is about that delicate
and sometimes diﬃcult moment when we
try to make friends, and a little girl with a
creative response to being teased. Join
Marie-Louise to learn how to draw some
of the animals we meet in the story.
Barbara Bottner & Michael Emberley's
Priscilla Gorilla is all about Priscilla who
loves gorillas. So much so that she wants
to be one. She dances like them, eats like
them, and wears her gorilla costume 24/7!
There are so many things to love about
gorillas, but what Priscilla loves best is
how they seem to always get their way.
Expect a few surprises during this
hour long workshop and be prepared
to roll your sleeves up! Family
session, ALL ages welcome.

Meet African storyteller Atinuke and
learn all about Anna Hibiscus, who
lives in Nigeria with her large family,
including her twin brothers Double and
Trouble. This time the two boys are
permanently getting themselves into
trouble and in Atinuke's You're Amazing,
Anna Hibiscus! the final book of the
series, Anna spends her time trying
to prove how extraordinary she is.

Secrets of Superhero
Science family event & age 8+
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Sunday 25/03
• Time: 3.00pm to 4.00pm
• Family event – suitable for age 8+
• Tickets: €8 adult €6 child

Children's Books Ireland
presents The Big Picture
• Venue: dlr LexIcon
• Date: Saturday 24/03 & Sunday 25/03
• Time: All day
We are delighted to welcome Laureate
na nÓg PJ Lynch back to Mountains
to Sea dlr Book Festival 2018 for The
Big Picture Project, focusing on the art
of illustration and visual storytelling
that celebrates children's literature
and the power of the imagination.
Over the two days, PJ will base himself
at dlr LexIcon to develop a large-scale
mural that will encapsulate stories of
migration and new beginnings, chiming
with Mountains to Sea dlr Festival

• Venue: dlr LexIcon, Level 4
• Date: Sunday 25/03
• Time: 2.00pm to 3.00pm
• Tickets: €8 adult €6 child

Magic and Mystery with
Dave Rudden family event
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Sunday 25/03
• Time: 1.00pm to 2.00pm
• Tickets: €8 adult €6 child
Join award–winning author Dave Rudden,
(Knights of the Borrowed Dark, The
Forever Court) for a fun and fast–paced

Have you ever dreamed of having
superpowers? Well modern science is
getting closer and closer to unlocking
the secrets of these powers! Get
ready to hear about sources of
inspiration, years of dedication and
a future with super inventions. Barry
Fitzgerald is a research scientist,
author and a huge fan of superhero
films and comic books. He sees a
future where science will advance and
develop technologies that could yield
superpowers. When he is not writing
about superpowers and science, he is
a busy researcher at Delft University
in the Netherlands where he works in
the Process and Energy Department.

George can't roller-skate,
George can't paint, and
George most certainly
can't dance!
But Bear thinks that, with
a little help, George can do
all these things — and more!
Sophy Henn, Almost Anything
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Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

The Full Convention

Ó Íochtar Mara

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Wednesday 21/03 Time: 6.30pm
• Tickets: €12 and €10

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Thursday 22/03 Time: 6.30pm
• Tickets: €14 and €12

A Way with Words with
Joseph O'Connor, Philip
King and Scullion

The Waste Land by kind
permission of the T S Eliot
Estate

It has been 40 years since Tom
McCarthy's first collection The Last
Convention was published by Carcanet.
He says that it seems like yesterday.
So we're bringing Tom together with
one of our most respected and radical
poets, Mary O'Malley, the “deeply
romantic” vision of Leanne O'Sullivan
and acclaimed uileann piper David
Power. The Full Convention will illuminate
what Tom describes as the “condition
of poetry, a permanent and universal
condition, one of those whole–person
to whole–person encounters that keep
us human eternally”. Hosted by poet
and broadcaster, Vincent Woods.

The connection between city and sea
has inspired artists for generations. For
Ó Íochtar Mara, we borrow our title
from a line in Caitlin Maude's love poem
Aimhreadh “I speak to you every night
from ocean's floor”. In a city by the sea,
we bring together four very distinctive
artists – poets Louis de Paor and
Doireann Ní Ghríofa, performance artist
and singer Ceara Conway and musician
Caoimhin Ó Raghaille. Each interprets
the many ways in which we are shaped
and influenced by the natural world
all around us, in particular by the sea,
our constant companion, perched as
we are on the edge of the Irish Sea.

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Friday 23/03 Time: 9.00pm
• Tickets: €18 and €16

• Venue: Pavilion Theatre
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 9.00pm
• Tickets: €18 and €16

Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival
is pleased to introduce "A Way with
Words". For our inaugural event we
have invited best-selling author and
a treasured friend of the Festival,
Joseph O'Connor to read and respond
to 2018 Mountains to Sea themes.

Director: Adrian Dunbar
Composer: Nick Roth
Voices: Anna Nygh, Orla Charlton,
Frank McCusker, Stanley Townsend
Musicians: Alex Bonney,
Nick Roth, Matthew Bourne,
Riaan Vosloo, Simon Roth
Duration: 50 mins

21.03

22.03

23.03

24.03

Celebrating the connection between
literature and music.
This year's Mountains to Sea
dlr Book Festival sees us take
an imaginative leap of our own
presenting our new Lyric Note,
celebrating the connection between
writers and musicians, bringing
together some of our finest. We are
pleased to present the Irish premiere
of The Waste Land, in association
with the TS Eliot Foundation.
Directed by Adrian Dunbar and
featuring Stanley Townsend, Orla
Charlton, Frank McCusker and Anna
Nygh, this special performance
marks Nick Roth's recent tenure
as musician in residence at Dún
Laoghaire–Rathdown County
Council. We thread the Lyric Note
into this year's festival, connecting
writers with musicians over the
run of the festival, opening with
a special event to mark the 40th

anniversary of publication of Tom
McCarthy's first poetry collection
in the company of Mary O'Malley
and Leanne O'Sullivan. Cloisimid ó
Chaomhin Ó Raghaille i dteannta
Louis de Paor, Ceara Conway agus
Doireann Ní Ghríofa.
A particular highlight of The Lyric
Note will be our inaugural A Way
With Words, a special event in the
company of award–winning novelist,
Joseph O'Connor, Philip King and
Scullion. Each year in A Way With
Words, Mountains to Sea will invite
a writer to read and respond to
festival themes. In 2018 we are
delighted to present this new strand
at the Festival. Enjoy!

Tá an cónasc idir an chathair agus an
mhuir ag spreagadh ealaíontóirí leis
na cianta. Don léiriú ‘Ó Íochtar Mara’
glacaimid ár dteideal ó líne i ndán grá
de chuid Chaitlín Maude – Aimhréidh
“I speak to you each night
from ocean's floor”
I gcathair cois farraige tugaimid le
chéile ceathrar ealaíontóir ar leith –
na filí Louis de Paor agus Doireann
Ní Ghríofa, an taibhealaíontóir agus
an tamhránaí Ceara Conway agus
an ceoltóir Caoimhín Ó Raghallaigh.
Baineann gach aon duine acu ciall as
na bealaí sin ina mhúnlaítear sinn agus
ar an mbealach go dtéann an domhain
nádúrtha i gcion orainn, go háirithe toisc
an fharraige a bheith mar chompánach
buansheasmhach againn, neadaithe
mar atáimid ar fhiacail Mara Éireann.

Reflecting on past, present and future,
we welcome Joseph O'Connor in
the company of Philip King and the
legendary Scullion. Once again we
celebrate the close connection between
writers and musicians, making an
imaginative leap of our own with these
four exceptional minds and voices.

The Waste Land is widely regarded
as one of the most important poems
of the 20th century. Whilst it loosely
follows the legend of the Holy Grail
and the Fisher King, it also alludes to
a vast range of world literature, music
and culture, evidence of Eliot's great
breadth of interests and knowledge.
Directed by Adrian Dunbar, with a
specially commissioned score by
composer Nick Roth and period
film footage, this rare performative
setting breaks the Poem down across
four voices, taking as inspiration
the idea of Sibylline Fragments
— throwing letters in the air and
making sense of them as they fall.
In an attempt to capture the
extraordinary verve and daring of Eliot's
great work, the piece aspires to its
tempo and musicality and, in allowing its
power to flow, explores how the poem
hangs together as the declaration of a
moment in time, prefiguring as it did so
much of what artistically arrived after it.
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Sunday

dlr

25.03

Poetry
Now
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Workshops & Masterclasses

International
Poetry Festival

Saturday

24.03
The Irish Times Poetry Now
Award
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Saturday 24/03 Time: 12.30pm
• Free event, no booking required
The Irish Times Poetry Now Award
is presented annually at the festival
to the author of the best collection
of poems in English, published by
an Irish poet in the previous year.
Previous winners of the Award include
Paddy Bushe, Caitríona O'Reilly, Theo
Dorgan, Sinéad Morrissey, Dennis
O'Driscoll, Michael Longley, Harry
Clifton and Seamus Heaney. The Award
will be presented at Mountains to Sea
dlr Book Festival on Saturday 24th
March 2018 and is made possible by
the generous support of The Irish Times.
This year, our judges are Fran Brearton,
John McAuliﬀe and Gerard Smyth.
This year's shortlist will be announced
in The Irish Times and on our website
mountainstosea.ie very soon.
Professor Fran Brearton
Fran is Professor of Modern Poetry at
Queen's University Belfast and Director
of the Seamus Heaney Centre. Her
research interests are primarily in British
and Irish Poetry of the 20th and 21st
centuries; she also has an interest in the
literature and culture of the First World
War, literary modernism, and in war
writing throughout the 20th century.
Her first book was a study of the eﬀects
of the First World War on 20th-century
Irish poetry; most recently, she co-edited
(with Alan Gillis) The Oxford Handbook
of Modern Irish Poetry. She reviews
poetry regularly for the Guardian, Tower
Poetry, and The Edinburgh Review.
Professor John McAuliﬀe
John is Professor of Creative Writing
and Modern Literature at the University
of Manchester . He won the RTÉ Poet
of the Future Award in 2000 and
published his first book, A Better Life
(Gallery), in 2002, which received a

bursary from the Irish Arts Council and
was shortlisted for a Forward Prize,
and his most recent book The Way In
received the Michael Hartnett Award
in Spring 2016. He directed Ireland's
biggest poetry festival Poetry Now until
2007. He founded and, for its first three
years, co-ordinated and chaired the Irish
Times Poetry Now Award. He previously
taught at a number of Irish universities
and was Visiting Heimbold Chair in
Irish Studies at Villanova University in
2010. With Ian McGuire, he founded
the Centre for New Writing in 2007.
He runs the online poetry digest, The
Page, and, in 2013, began a regular
poetry column for The Irish Times. He
is a member of The Arts Council.
Gerard Smyth
Gerard has published ten collections,
including A Song of Elsewhere (Dedalus
Press, 2015), The Fullness of Time: New
and Selected Poems (Dedalus Press,
2010) and The Yellow River (with artwork
by Seán McSweeney and published by
Solstice Arts Centre, 2017). He was the
2012 recipient of the O'Shaughnessy
Poetry Award and is co-editor, with Pat
Boran, of If Ever You Go: A Map of Dublin
in Poetry and Song (Dedalus Press)
which was Dublin's One City One Book
in 2013. He is a member of Aosdána
and Poetry Editor of The Irish Times.

This event is supported by:

Shine/Strong Poetry Award
Reading
• Venue: dlr LexIcon, The Studio
• Date: Sunday 25/03 Time: 10.30am
• Tickets: €5
The Shine/Strong Reading features
readings by the poets shortlisted for
this year's Shine/Strong Award, as well
as the presentation of the Award.
The Award is presented annually to
the author of the best first collection
of poems published by an Irish poet
in the previous year. Previous winners
of the Award include Adam Crothers,
Breda Wall Ryan, Caoilinn Hughes, Tara
Bergin, Michelle O'Sullivan, Billy Ramsell,
Grace Wells, Peadar Ó hUallaigh,
Nerys Williams and Dave Lordan. This

Bell, Amanda
First the Feathers
Doire Press

year, our judge is Theo Dorgan.
The Shine Strong Award is awarded
in memory of Rupert and Eithne
Strong and is made possible by the
generous support of Shine, the national
organisation dedicated to upholding
the rights and addressing the needs of
all those aﬀected by mental ill health.
Theo Dorgan
Theo Dorgan was born in Cork in 1953;
he has made his home in Dublin for many
years. Poet, prose writer, editor and
translator, he has also written scripts
for film documentaries and worked as a
presenter of literature programmes on
radio and television for over 25 years.
Theo Dorgan is a member of Aosdána.
The five titles on the shortlist,
in alphabetical order, are:

Cosgrove, Elaine
Transmissions
Dedalus Press

Ní Churreáin, Annemarie
Bloodroot
Doire Press

This event is
supported by:

Fornoﬀ, Erin
Hymn to the Reckless
Dedalus Press

Hegarty, Rachael
Flight Paths over Finglas
Salmon Poetry

Masterclass
& Workshops
application
process
Masterclass with Robert
Pinsky

Masterclass with Alice
McDermott

Getting Published with
Vanessa O'Loughlin

• Venue: dlr LexIcon
• Time: 10.00am to 12.00pm
• Class size: 15 participants

• Venue: dlr LexIcon
• Time: 1.00pm to 3.00pm
• Class size: 15 participants

• Venue: dlr LexIcon
• Time: 4.00pm to 6.00pm
• Class size: 15 participants

If you are a poet who would like to
improve your skills, don't miss out on this
exclusive masterclass with Robert Pinsky,
one of the US's most–loved and prolific
poets. During the class, you'll learn
new strategies for both reading and
writing poetry. The class includes writing
exercises and opportunities for feedback
in a supportive group environment.

Join guest novelist Alice McDermott
for a practical and thought–provoking
masterclass, involving both writing
and the discussion of writing. Alice has
created some memorable and distinctive
characters, including Marie in Someone,
Annie and Sally in The Ninth Hour, Billy
in Charming Billy. Her strength lies in her
ability, without ever putting on literary
airs, to reveal to us what's distinct
about characters who don't have the
ego or eloquence to make a case for
themselves as being anything special.

Always on the look–out for new talent,
Vanessa will discuss exactly what the
industry is looking for at the moment,
what's hot and what's not, as well as
explaining the role of an agent and
how best to submit your work. Find out
who to approach, how to approach
them and the most commonly made
mistakes that will help you avoid
rejection. When do you know that
your book is ready to submit and
how can you increase your chances
of success? Vanessa has her finger
on the pulse of the book business
and works across all genre to place
authors. She will start by finding out
about you and what you need to know
— every workshop she gives is tailored
to the needs of the participants.

Content
• The writing process – tricks and
techniques you can apply to your
own work.
• Reading poetry – and how reading
widely can help you to become
a better writer.
• Opportunities to share your work
in a supportive group environment
and receive feedback from Robert
• Q&A and group discussions.

Content
• Creating characters: Learn from
Alice's experience in developing vivid
characters in your own writing.
• Developing your idea: learn how to
build your idea into something that has
narrative momentum.
• The secrets of writing great dialogue.

Vanessa Fox O'Loughlin is the founder
of The Inkwell Group publishing
consultancy and the national writing
resources website Writing.ie, an
online magazine for writers. Chair
of Irish PEN, she is Ireland's leading
literary scout and works closely with
UK and Irish agents and publishers.
She has assisted many bestselling
and award–winning authors to
publication. Vanessa writes crime as
bestselling author Sam Blake and is
represented herself by Simon Trewin
of WME (whom she originally met
at the Mountains to Sea festival).

• As places are limited,
applications will be prioritised
from early career writers
and those who have been
published.
• If you wish to participate in
a masterclass or workshop,
please submit a short resume
and one piece that you
have written, along with an
accompanying note explaining
how participation in this
masterclass or workshop will
benefit you.
• Please email the above to
admin@mountainstosea.ie by
Friday 9th March at 5.00pm.
• Fee: €30
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Festival Director
Liz Kelly

Double Vision: Diana
Copperwhite & Shirley
Copperwhite
This is the first time that sisters Diana
and Shirley have exhibited together.
Diana is a painter with a distinctive
practice that encompasses wall
drawings, installation and painting.
She will show paintings and a large
wall installation. The pattern for the
wall piece is derived from an ongoing
series of random images and videos
sent to her by people in the local area.
Shirley is a surface designer with over
thirty years experience. She gets her
ideas from looking at patterns imagined
and real, looks at the everyday and
reduces it into colourful surreal patterns
for use in her printed surfaces. For this
exhibition she will show a new specially
commissioned rug and printed fabrics.
Image: Fake New World (2015)
Diana Copperwhite Private
collection, photo courtesy of the Kevin
Kavanagh Gallery and the artist.

Level 3, dlr LexIcon
8 January – 31 March

Humans of Dublin
Peter Varga was working in a Dublin
café when he decided to follow his
passion and dedicate himself to
photography. Inspired by the success
of Humans of New York he began to
walk the streets of Dublin interviewing
and photographing those he met along
the way, uncovering powerful stories
hiding in plain sight as we rush about
our busy lives, often too busy to notice.
So began the social media phenomenon
that is Humans of Dublin now with over
175,000 followers. His award–winning
book of the same name was published
by Gill Books in 2016. A native of
Budapest, Peter has lived in Dublin for
over ten years and we are delighted
to host this exhibition in dlr LexIcon.
Image: Book cover of Humans
of Dublin by Peter Varga
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Thanks &
Acknowledgements

County Librarian
Mairéad Owens

Level 3, Municipal Gallery,
dlr LexIcon
3 February – 25 March

www.mountainstosea.ie

Level 4, dlr LexIcon
15 January – 31 March

12 Worlds: Contemporary
Czech children's book
illustrators
Czech children's book illustration has a
long and illustrious history. Who are the
major names creating waves at home
and abroad now? The 12 artists featured
in this exhibition are: David Böhm, Pavel
Cech, Dan Cnery, Lucie Dvoráková,
Renáta Fucíková, Vendula Chalánková,
Lenka Jasanská, Lucie Lomová, Galina
Miklínová, Petr Nikl, Jaromír Plachy,
Vhrsti. The exhibition is produced by
“Terra Cultura” for the Czech Foreign
Ministry, curated by Radim Kopác,
courtesy of Czech Embassy in Dublin.
Image: Czech Ambassador to Ireland,
Hana Mottlová at dlr LexIcon

Level 5, dlr LexIcon
15 January – 31 March

Maid of Erin, a display
of political cartoons by
John Fergus O'Hea from
the Weekly Freeman,
1887- 1889
The later part of the nineteenth–
century saw the emergence of new
mass movements in Irish social and
political life. Prominent among which
were the Home Rule movement
and the Land League. Taking a
selection of illustrations by John
Fergus O'Hea form the Local Studies
Collection, this display explores
the highly politicised imagery used
to influence opinion in a period of
increasing national awareness. The
exhibition highlights such topics
as the Home Rule movement, the
Coercian Law and the Land League.

Festival Producers
Carolyn Brown
Ciara Jones
Lisa Murphy

Venues
The festival team would like to thank
the staﬀ of all of the venues involved:
Brambles
dlr LexIcon
dlr Mill Theatre, Dundrum
Gourmet Food Parlour
Pavilion Theatre
Royal Marine Hotel

Event & Digital Management
Diﬀusion Events

Booksellers
Books Upstairs
Gutter Bookshop

PR
Cormac Kinsella

Festival Photography
Ger Holland

Design
Piquant Media

We would also like to acknowledge
all photographers who provided
images for the programme.

Social Media
Betty Stenson
Administration
Pia Holmes
Aistriúchán
Gearóid Mac Coitir agus
Niamh Roberts
Snasta

Brochure Distribution
PB Unique Promotions
and Distribution

Special thanks to:
To all of the authors,
poets, musicians, hosts and
introducers. To all of the
publishers and their staﬀ.
It couldn't happen
without all of you.
Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown
County Councillors
Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown Chief
Executive Oﬃcer, Philomena Poole
Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown
Senior Management Team
Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown Arts
Oﬃcer, Kenneth Redmond
Gerard Smyth and The Irish Times
John Saunders and Shine
Christopher Visosky at
The Embassy of The United
States of America Creative
Minds Programme
Grainne Clear and Siobhán
Parkinson at Little Island
Mary Byrne at Harper Collins
Maureen Kennelly and
Poetry Ireland
Ros Ellis and Cormac
Kinsella, Bloomsbury

Event Partners

Event Sponsors

Image: Cartoon of Miss Erin
and Queen Victoria, Weekly
Freeman 4th June 1887

hartley's
r e s t a u r a n t

hartley's
r e s t a u r a n t

Rosi Crawley, Conor
Hackett, Katarina Jovanovic
from Walker Books
Fiona Murphy, Cliona Lewis
and Patricia McVeigh,
Penguin Randomhouse
Geraldine Feehily, O'Brien Press
Victoria Brown, Thames Hudson
Helen Gleed at Gill Hess Ltd.
Vanessa O'Loughlin, Selina
Guinness, Eithne Shortall, Edel
Coﬀey, Elaina Ryan and Children's
Books Ireland, Vincent Woods,
Margaret Ward, Susan McKay,
Vincent Browne, Kathy Sheridan,
Siobhán Garrigan, Olivia O'Leary,
Martin Doyle, Niall McMonagle,
Sinéad Gleeson, Evelyn
O'Rourke, Roddy Doyle, Siobhán
Campbell, Catriona Crowe

Angela Davis

